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            China and Tibet

    


    
      
                  
            
            Over 10 years into President Xi Jinping’s rule, the Chinese government has deepened its repression across the country. Authorities have arbitrarily detained human rights defenders, tightened control over civil society, media, and the internet, and deployed invasive mass surveillance technology. The government imposes particularly heavy-handed control in Xinjiang and Tibet. The cultural persecution and arbitrary detention of a million Uyghurs and other Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang since 2017 amount to crimes against humanity. In Hong Kong, the government imposed draconian national security legislation in 2020 and systematically dismantled freedoms of expression, association, and assembly.


The Chinese government continues its efforts to silence critics in other countries. Chinese diplomats act to mute criticism of the government’s human rights record and to weaken UN human rights bodies.
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      [image: ]
          

      
      
        
                      Maya Wang
                            


        Interim China Director and Associate Director

                      

    

        
      Published in: 
      New York Times
    

  

    
  




	
  





            Asia
      
      
                            
      [image: A screen displays the results of a vote.]
              
    
    

          
        March 19, 2024

         News Release       

    
          Hong Kong: New Security Law Full-Scale Assault on Rights

      
    
    
    
  




	
  


  


            Economic Justice and Rights
      
      
                            
      [image: A large screen shows Chinese President Xi Jinping near a carpark in Kashgar, in western China's Xinjiang region]
              
    
    

          
        March 19, 2024

         Dispatches       

    
          Japan Lawmakers Seek Probe of Carmaker Links to Xinjiang Abuses
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      Read a text description of this video
      
        
            VOICEOVER:


Do you have a car?  


If so, then parts of your car could be made with forced labor from China. 


Let's explain how. 


The first thing you need to know is that factories in China make the most cars in the world.


Major brands such as General Motors, Tesla, BYD, Toyota, and Volkswagen manufacture and sell cars in China.  


Factories in China are also increasingly exporting cars and car parts to global markets. 


So where does the forced labor come in?  


Well, almost 10 percent of the world’s aluminum, a key material for car making, is produced in the Xinjiang region of China. 


Xinjiang is home to the Uyghurs, a predominantly Muslim Turkic ethnic group whose culture and language are different from China’s majority Han population.  


The Chinese government has long repressed Uyghurs and in recent years committed crimes against humanity in Xinjiang.  


The government’s abuses include: 


	An estimated one million arbitrary detentions. 
	an intrusive mass surveillance system 
	(and) cultural and religious persecution 

The Chinese government has also subjected Uyghurs and other Turkic Muslim communities to forced labor, both in detention centers and through labor transfer programs. 


Labor transfers relocate Uyghurs from their homes in rural areas to urban areas to work in factories.  


Teams of government officials go door-to-door to identify candidates for transfers.  


Human Rights Watch and other organizations analyzed hundreds of Chinese government and company documents available online, and found links between Xinjiang’s aluminum producers and labor transfers.


Uyghurs fear detention or other sanctions if they refuse the transfers, so there’s little choice but to accept the jobs and relocate.  


Labor transfer workers frequently face ideological indoctrination and limits on their freedom of movement.  


So how could aluminum produced by forced labor end up in your car?  


Aluminum from Xinjiang is exported to other regions of China, where it is melted down again, enabling it to enter global supply chains undetected.


And maybe into the car that you use.  


Car companies are aware of the Chinese government’s repression of Uyghurs and the risk of forced labor in their supply chain. 


But some carmakers have succumbed to Chinese government pressure to apply weaker human rights and responsible sourcing standards in their operations in China.


Consumers should not have to buy or drive vehicles with links to grave abuses in Xinjiang.   


So, what can be done?  


When looking to buy a new car, consumers should ask manufacturers how they protect against links to human rights abuses, including forced labor in Xinjiang.


Car companies should require their suppliers, in China and elsewhere, to prove the source of raw materials and show they are free from human rights violations. 


Countries should require companies to disclose their supply chains and prohibit the import of products containing parts or materials produced by forced labor. 


The cars we drive shouldn’t be made with forced labor. 
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      Read a text description of this video
      
        
            John Sifton, Asia Advocacy Director of Human Rights Watch (onsite): So this entire area… on top of what used to be Sre Kor village. It was completely flooded after the Lower Sesan 2 Dam was completed in 2017.


Narration:  The Lower Sesan 2 dam is one of the widest dams in Asia. The project is part of the Chinese government’s mammoth “Belt and Road Initiative,” an investment and infrastructure project that the government began under President Xi Jinping in 2013 to advance Chinese foreign policy interests globally.


Narration: Flooding of the dam’s reservoir inundated numerous communities and damaged the ecology of the region. In addition, about 5,000 people, mostly Indigenous or ethnic minorities lost their homes.


John Sifton, Human Rights Watch (onsite): Most of the villagers didn’t have appropriate compensation. Some who were relocated that now live in an area quite far from here and pretty disappointed what happened to their village.


Narration: Much of the damage and devastation the dam would bring was known before it was built, and locals voiced their concerns even then.


Community video statements:


Woman: We were worried about relocating and moving our homes, cows, water buffalos, pigs, and chickens.


Man: We are also worried about our rice fields, crops, the hospital, school and the Srepok river.


Man: I am very worried about this situation. I am deeply troubled about losing my fields and land.


Woman: We do not want to move away because we have well-made valuable houses. We have coconut trees, mango trees, and everything. If we live at a new place, we won’t have coconuts and mangos to sell anymore.


Narration:  Many of those displaced were moved to areas that lacked clean water and the soil was not well-suited for farming. They received inadequate compensation for the loss of their homes or income. Tens of thousands whose livelihoods depended on fishing on the rivers around the dam, suffered enormous losses in income. 


Thong Sa Morn: For my family living in this new village, we don’t really make money. In the old village, I was a farmer. Sometimes I would fish, in addition to working on the farm. You know that in the old village my house was right next to the river and my work is next to the river.


Narration:  The dam has decimated the fish population in a country where fish makes up 60 to 75 % of the protein of the Cambodian diet.


John Sifton onsite:  So we’re in a village on the Sre Kor river. Some villagers said they used to catch up to 40 kilos of fish a night. Now they sometimes struggle to get 10klmoften less than that.  The fish are also smaller and fetch less money. Sometimes only a dollar a kilo and they’re struggling to survive.


Narration: The companies involved in the Lower Sesan 2 project, as well as the Cambodian and Chinese governments that authorized the project, should review the project’s impact urgently and allocate significant new resources to remedy the harms they have caused.


Narration: As the Chinese government finances other Belt and Road projects, whether in Cambodia or elsewhere, government and company officials need to take far greater steps to protect the human rights of affected communities and compensate them when they’re harmed.
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China: Tibetan Monk Dies from beating in Custody
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          Car Companies’ Complicity in Forced Labor in China
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              China: Mosques Shuttered, Razed, Altered in Muslim Areas 

          

          Curbing Islam via ‘Consolidation’ Policy in Ningxia, Gansu Provinces

                              

        

        
                                    
      [image: A WeChat post by the state television station in Linxia shows how a mosque was closed and turned into a cloth shoe poverty alleviation workshop in Huangniwan Village in August 2018, Linxia Hui Autonomous Prefecture, Gansu Province, China, May 14, 2020.]
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              China: Phone Search Program Tramples Uyghur Rights

          

          Xinjiang Authorities Label Readings from Quran ‘Harmful’

                              

        

        
                                    
      [image: A Chinese security officer watches a woman pass through a checkpoint, equipped with a metal detector and facial recognition technology, to enter the main bazaar in Urumqi in the Xinjiang region of China.]
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              China: New Evidence of Mass DNA Collection in Tibet

          

          Rural Areas, Children Targeted for Intrusive Policing
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              Australia Should Press on Rights When China’s Minister Visits

          

          Urge Action, Not Merely Expressions of Concern
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              European Union Should Adopt Forced Labor Law

          

          Import Ban Would Prevent Products Linked to Forced Labor from Entering EU

                              

        

        
                                    
      [image: Workers make aluminum alloy products on a production line in Jinhu county, Jiangsu province, China, July 19, 2020.]
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              Interview: The Car Industry’s Blind Spot in Xinjiang

          

          Uncovering Forced Labor in Aluminum Supply Chains
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              Xinjiang Abuses Show Need for Robust EU Forced Labor Law

          

          Challenge of Uncovering Products, Materials Linked to State-Sponsored Forced Labor
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              China: Free Detained Tibetan Demonstrators

          

          Hundreds of Monks, Villagers Arrested for Peacefully Protesting Dam Construction
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              Hong Kong: Governments Should Oppose Security Bill

          

          86 Groups Urge Rebukes, Sanctions Against Beijing’s Latest Assault on Rights

                              

        

        
                                    
      [image: Hong Kong riot police detain a protester during a demonstration against Beijing's national security legislation, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong, May 24, 2020. ]
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              China: Religious Regulations Tighten for Uyghurs

          

          New Laws Aim to ‘Sinicize’ Places of Worship, Practice in Largely Muslim Xinjiang
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              Japan Again Calls Out Chinese Government’s Rights Abuses

          

          Tokyo Should Impose Targeted Sanctions, Advance Accountability for Xinjiang

                              

        

        
                                    
      [image: Chen Xu, China’s ambassador to the United Nations in Geneva, at the UN headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, January 23, 2024. ]
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              US Company Must Stop Supplying China’s Regime with DNA Surveillance Tech

          

                              

        

        
                                    
      [image: Police collecting DNA samples from residents in Dritoe county, Yushu municipality, Qinghai province]
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              [image: F., age 9, experiencing malnutrition, receives treatment after being evacuated from the northern Gaza Strip to the IMC field hospital in Rafah, Gaza, March 24, 2024.]
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                  Protecting Rights, Saving Lives

          Human Right Watch defends the rights of people in 90 countries worldwide, spotlighting abuses and bringing perpetrators to justice.
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